
Updates & Prayer Requests for Youth and Families - Fall 2016 

Many times there is a gap between what is happening with youth in the neighborhood and the stories that 

we share with all of you through our e-newsletters.   We try to be very honest about the challenges that 

neighborhood youth are facing, in their academics, in the local school environments, and sometimes within 

their own families.   But we rarely tell ALL of what we hear about in a given week or month, partially out or 

privacy concerns for the youth, partly because we choose to see the many strengths of the community and 

try not to dwell too much on the challenges, and partly because, "who wants to read through a really heavy 

email from The GreenHouse when there's so much other heaviness in the world?" 

This is one of those times when we want to close that gap a little bit, and just invite you into the sacredness 

and heartache of some of what we are hearing about and what's weighing on us, just since program started 

a few weeks ago.  Please join our staff, board, and church partners in praying for these precious families: 

- We're concerned about a young person who has been exhibiting signs of bulemia and has started to open 

up to us about it.  We are wrestling though our role as staff, beyond speaking with his parents, which might 

include referring him to immediate medical assistance.  Please pray for healing & peace for this teen, and for 

wisdom for our staff team as we move forward. 

- The parents of one of our elementary students are going through a vicious custody battle and she is caught 

in the middle.  A family member also expressed fear for the little girl's safety because of the mother's 

boyfriend who has been at their house.  We are helping the family member think through her role in 

contacting Child Protective Services to protect her niece's safety.  Please pray for mental, emotional, and 

physical protection for this young girl and for her family's health. 

- We just found out that a teen that was in and out of our programs a few years ago is now using both 

marijuana and cocaine regularly.  This causes him to fly into fits of rage at his parents and his younger 

siblings.  Please pray for God's deliverance and healing for this young man, and for love and wisdom for his 

parents as they try to navigate this challenging season. 

- A teen who has expressed suicidal thoughts and who has practiced "cutting" in the past continues to 

withdraw and disengage.  We have worked with the family to make sure she is receiving counseling services 

from her school but it appears that the counseling has not continued into this academic year.  Please pray for 

more school resources for this precious teen, and for strength and love for us as we seek to minister to her the 

best we can. 

- We are observing from a distance the downward slide one of our former teens who has just returned from 

a group home in the Bay Area.   He is starting to influence some of our current teens towards marijuana use, 

and we have very little influence over this situation, due to a complicated situation with his parent.  Please 

pray that he would know God's great love for him and would bring his pain and anger to God instead of turning 

to drugs. 

Thank you for your partnership and prayers.  We would encourage you to print this page out and pray for 

these families regularly.     - The GreenHouse Staff, Board, and Parents 


